Alan Orange 19th June 1955 – 5th February 2023
Alan died earlier this year, but he was an integral part of the Rockers’ Workshop. The Workshop was organised to train Lichen Apprentices in montane and saxicolous lichens. Although there was a serious side to the event, it was called ‘rockers’ as a nod to ‘Mods & Rockers’, and so a dedicated T-shirt was felt to be appropriate and of course, had to be in black to add to the general camaraderie and fun of the gathering. Alan designed the distinctive front of the t-shirt: a series of spores of saxicolous lichen species likely to be encountered during the Workshop:

Ropalospora lugubris, Staurothele areolata, Fuscidea cyathoides, Rinodina luridescens and Rhizocarpon badioatrum.
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The back of the T-shirt followed convention, listing the name of the event, the dates and locality of the two main venues, the names of all 23 participants – and the names of the sponsoring organisations.

In the Summary write-up (Bulletin 97, 2005), there is mention that Alan Orange worked with Alan Fryday to produce keys to genera (Lecidea, Porpidia, Rhizocarpon and pyrenocarpous species). Alan also brought along a mobile TLC kit, which he ran TLC sessions in side room at Kintail So, this is an acknowledgement to the memory of Alan Orange and his contribution to the Rockers Workshop.
Sandy Coppins, March 2023
